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2 7 E following extract from a «mall 


* rreatise, entiled, The Grounds of a 
Holy Life, Sc.“ is recommended to the Se- 
rious perusal of the professors of Christianity 


of every denomination, who may thereby, in 
Some measuregbe enabled to distinguisb, cohether 
they are coming up in the vital and essential 


part of true 1eirgion, of too much resting in 
an outward profession of godliness: a point 
of the utmost importance to all to be ac- 
quarnted with; as without the firs, no 
profession will avail to the cleansing of the 
Soul from in, and fitting of it for an inbes i- 
tance into tat kingdom, into which, no doubt, 
4 would desire to find an adm35r0n, when 
Tine here shall be no more. e 
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i 10 THE READ RN. 
MIA men will acknowledge, that 
the primitive churches, to whom 
Paul wrote his epistles, exceeded in many 


respects the professors of Christianity in 
our present age; and good grounds they 


have so to believe; for the said apostle, in 


his epistles, told the Corinthians, That 


their bodies were the temples of the 


Holy Ghost:“ he told the Ephesians, 
That they were fellow. citizens with the 
* $aints, and of the houshold of God:“ he 
told the Philippians, That their con- 


versation was in heaven:“ he told the 
Colossiuns, That they were delivered 
* from the power of darkness, and trans- 
* lated into the kingdom of the dear Son 


of God:“ he told the Hebrews, © That 


* they were come to the city of the livin 
„God, the heayenly Jerusalem.” And 
Peter, in his general epistle tothe churches, 


told them, © That they were a chosen ge- 


% neration, a royal priesthood, a holy 
nation, a peculiar people.” 
But is this our state? Can we say, from 


a sensible feeling, that the Holy Spirit of 


God dwells in us? That our bodies are 
the temples, in which we may behold his 
presence, feel his power, fear, worship. 
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( 4 ) 
and serve him? Can we say that our con- 
versations are in heaven? That we are 
translated into the kingdom of the dear 
Son of God, and live under the sceptre 
of lus government? Ihat we are come 


to the heavenly Jerusalem, where the great 


God is worshipped in spirit and in truth? 


Or are we not strangers to all these 


things, and yet persuade ourselves, that 


we are the people of God, and good 


Christians? 
The primitive churches had the ho- 


nourable name of saints; we can give 


ourselves no better name than miserable 


11 as 40) ICs II 
bf the fore-mentioned churches, before 
their conversion, were but Heathens? 

they were not born of christian parents, 


nor trained up in the christian faith, as 


we think we are; and after conversion 


they had but little preaching, in compa- 
rison to what we have; neither were th 
ſurnished with books so plentiſully as we 
are. 
We cannot conclude, that the kingdom 
of Christ, that then appeared in power, 
did (as the sun in the firmament some- 
times doth shew itself in a morning, and 
be no more seen all day : for the kingdom 
of Christ is an everlasting kingdom, and 
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the new covenant that was made with the 
house of Jacob, an everlasting covenant. 
Neither may we conclude that God hath 
withdrawn himself from the children of 


men; for he never forsakes us, unless we 
first forsake him. 


The apostle foresaw, that there would 
be a falling away from the grace, m which 
many primitive Christians were establish- _ 


ed; which soon after ms decease came to 
pass. But our preachers say, That the 


cark night of apostacy 1s over, and that 
We may, I confess, : 
hear gospel words, but where is the gos-, 

pel power, by which believers come to be 


we live in gospel N again;“ but if so, 
where are the ſruits? 


the sons of God, and to bear his image 


in righteousness ? Why are not we, who 
are called Christians, grown to the stature 


of them that were born Heathens, and 


brought up in blindness and ignorance p 


Why are not we sanctified, and made a 


holy people, as well as they? Why are 
not our bodies cleansed, and made 4 ha- 
bitation for the eternal Spirit, as theirs 


were? Why are not our conversations in 


heaven, or at least more heavenly than 


they are? The reason to me is this: we 
have not built upon the same foundation 


8 that 


1 


that they built upon; for this we are to 


understand, that the Heathens had not 
the Se.mptures, as we have, and so could 
not frame a form of godliness therefrom, 


as many since have done, made up with 
good words, calling that godliness, and 


resting in an outward performance there- 
of, without any true conversion, or sense 
of that inward life and power, that the 
imitive Christians came to feel, and 


the operation of the eternal quickening 


Spirit of Jecus.  _ 
The Heathens, as well as others, were 


of God's creation, (all nations being 
made ot-one blood) and so had m them- . 
;elves, as every man hath, a good spirit, 


as well as a bad; light, as well as dark- 
ness; something that reproved them for 


in, as well as something that tempted. 
them to sin. And being, by the. Apostle, 


turned from the darkness that was m 
them, to the light; from that which 


tempted them to sin, to that which con- 


victed and reproved them for sin; they 


cleaved thereunto, confided therein, and 


became followers thereof: and by cleav- 


ing to the good, they were delivered from 


evil; by following the light, they came 
10 be translated out of the kingdom of 


33 in themselves through faith, and 
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darkness, and to have their conversations 
m heaven, whilst they were upon earth. 


These bui:t on a sure rock, a hving 
foundation, on C7157, as he in all ages 
was, and still is, in his spiritual appea- 
rance, the light of the world, and the hife 


of righteousness; and, taking his eternal 


— 


N in themselves for their guide, turn- 
— N 


from whatsoever they were thereby 
convicted of, and reproved for; by which 
Esau, or the first nature, came to be sup- 
planted, and he, whose right it is to reign, 
eame to have the rule in them, and the 
government over them. 
And as the darkness that eclipsed the 
brightness of the sun of righteousness in 


them, came to be removed, they came to 
have a clear discerning what was of God, 


and what was selfish, and to be denied; 


and, turning from every motion chat was 

not of God, the b 
tiſied, their insides 

lump became leavened; such as were 


of sin became mor- 


carnal became spiritual; and this made 

them a peculiar peopd le. 
And did we walk in their footsteps, we 
might rise to their attainment : bur if we 
build on words, and outward services 
without spirit and life, we can never rise; 
for, as Paul said in another case, If I 


me cleansed, the 
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* speak with the tongue of men and an- 
* gels, and have not charity, I am become 


as sounding brass:* so, say I in this case 
if we hear men and angels, if we could 
live continually under the sound of good 


words, if we have no regard to that in- 


ward light, which discovers the rising of 


evil motions, and power from God to 
turn from them, we can never mortify sin, 
cleanse our souls, and become a holy peo- 


ple. Ihe work of sanctification is in- 


ward, and to be effected by inward means; 
nothing but inward light can expel in- 


ward darkness; nothing less than eternal 


life can deliver our souls from the power 


Of death. 


Since men came to be persuaded that 


though they sow tares, they shall reap 


wheat; though they go down into the 


grave sinners they shall rise saints, and 


attain in another world what the primi- 


tive Christians attained to in this world; 


their conversations have not been in hea- 
ven, but in the earth; they have walked 


in darkness, and not in the light; the god 
of this world hath been served, and not 


the God of Heaven. And what future 
happiness this can produce, let the wise 


in heart judge. 
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4 TRIAL | ” 7 
OF CHRISTIANITY, 
o FROM THE 5 
LIFE AND NATURE or 5 
Christ and true Christians: 


Faid a Description of true Codliness, and the Way by 
aich we may conform our Lives hereunto. 


\ MANY profecsors of Christianity, in our 
present age, conclude that Godliness | 
consisteth in hearing, reading, praying, Prals- 


ing, &c. which are all good exercises, if rightly 


performed, and may be called Christian 


duties; for all true Christians are required, and 


by the good spirit of God in their own hearts, 


often stirred up to perform them. 


Howbeit, the performance of these and 
such like things alone, is no certain proof 
of Godliness; Christianity cannot be known 
thereby, for as there was a more excellent 
righteousncss than what was found in the zea- 

| lous 
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lous Pharisees, $0 there is a more excellent 
Godliness than what appears in most professed 


Christians. ES, 
For hearing, reading, praying, praising, 
with other exercises of that nature, may 
imitated; the ungodly, as well as the godly, 
the formalist, as well as the sincere, may be 


found in the practice of such things; but true 


 Godliness cannot be imitated, being the natu- 


ral effects of the rule and government of a 


right spirit, and may be truly called the issues 


of life, which none can bring forth, but such 


who are christians indeed, 8—| IN 
True Godliness is supernatural, and $0 


above the reach of Adam's offspring, who, 
wWhilst they continue in the fall, are Servants to 


sin; we must be reduced to a god-like nature 


before we can bring forth a godly conversation; 


grapes cannot be expected from thorns, nor 


_ figs of thistles; the tree must be made good 


hefore the fruit can be good; a righteous life 
is the natural effect of a right spirit; our lights 
cannot shine forth before men, until we are 
enlightened with the light of Christ; without 
a true conversion there can be no true conver- 


sation; for all men, in the nature of fallen 


Adam, being ungod-like, until they are raised 
by Christ, the second Adam, cannot live god- 
like. . 1 5 1 | 

The life and nature of Christ, all true 
Christians, who have the spirit of Christ, may 
find in themselves; and others may have some 
| SENSE 


En 
sense thereof by reading and well considering 
the contents of the fifth, sixth, and seventh 


chapters of Matthew, Where it is said, that 
Jesus seeing the multitude, went up into a 


mountain, and when he was set, his disciples 


came unto him, and he opened his mouth and 
taught them;” and what he taught his disciples 
then, he teacheth all true christians now: for 
though he ascended, the holy spirit that dwelt 


in him descended, and did then, doth now, 
and to the end of the world will tabernacle 


with all the Lord's redeemed, to be their 


teacher; and as many as walk aber this spirit, 

are taught of Christ, and walk in his footsteps: | 
for as no vine beareth one kind of grape, and 
the branches another, so all the members of 


Christ answer the lite of Christ in their own 
conversations; they are naturally humble, lowly, 
meek, merciful, patient, peaceable, just, up- 
right, honest and faithful: a Christian is not 
known by his words or his devotion; but by 


his works, his Nature, his lite, and his conver- 
sation. 


I shall not insist on all particulars contained 
in the forementioned chaprers, but chiefly. on 
the five following exhortations or commands 
of our Lord; the least of which, for a true 


trial of Christianity, is more to be observed 


than tat command, Luke xxu. 19. This do 
in remembrance of me;” for the proud as well 


as the humble, the crue! as well as the merci- 


ful, the fraudulent as well as the just, the un- 
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godly as well as the godly, can conform to tlie 
one, but cannot conform to the other. 
Ihe true trial of Christianity is to be found 
in the life and nature of Christ; if the spirit of 
Christ hath the rule in us, these following fruits | 
127 be brought forth by us. 

In all our communication our yea will 
be any and our nay, nay; the word that goeth 
out of our lips, will be sure. 
He that is a Christian indeed, hath no ne- 
cessity in himself, nor need to be urged by 
others, to bind his soul with an oath to perform 
his word; for the law of the spirit of life in his 
own heart, constrains him so to do. 

Christians in their communications weigh 
their words, before they utter them, with their 
capacities to perform them; knowing that a 
promise cannot be broken without violating 
the righteous law of God in their own hearts; 
and whenever such violence is done, terror en- 
gues; and this makes good men, who live 
under the government of Christ, dread much 
more to break their words, than others do to 
forfeit their bonds; and this holy dread makes 
our yea to be yea, and our nay to be nay; this 

makes us cautious in our promises, and care- 
ful in our performances: the exhortation may 
be read in Scriprure, but the binding tie must 
be known in our own hearts: all that have the 
Scripture have this rule; but unless we have a 
principle of life in ourselves, we cannot walk 
n and we must not only have such 
a Prin- 
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a principle, but we must also improve it by a 


continued practice, before it comes to be our 


life, our centre, and our nature; till then we 

may say, These things we should do;“ but 
| 2 59 | 

cannot say, „These things we do; and so 


witness against ourselves, that though we have 


the Scriptures, we walk not according to the 


Scriptures; though we have the words of 
Christ, we are not in the life and nature of 
Christ; our yea is not yea, and our nay, nay, 


in our communication; our words and our 
promises are not stedfast and sure. 
Swearing in the communication of Christi- 
ans, is superfluous; for where the truth rules 
in the heart, there cannot be falschood in the 


lips. — Prove a professed Christian by this 


rule, weigh him in this ballance; if his yea be 
yea, and his nay, nay, in all his communica- 
tion; if he be a man of his word at all times; 
if his performances be one with his promises, 


he abides in the doctrine of Christ; and this is 


an evident demonstration that he is a Christian 
indeed. But if these performances are want- 
ing, though he has a Christian name, he is not 
in the Christian nature; for, as I said before, 
what manner of grape the vine beareth, tho 
branches thereof, if they continue in the vine, 


bear the same. 


The second exhortation or command of our 
Lord was this, Resist not evil:” and this 
was not only his doctrine, but his life and na- 


ture, as we may plentifully read in Scripture. 
— 


Though 


( 


Though he met with revilings, reproaches, 


buffetings, and cruel usage, we do not find 


that he was once moved thereby, much less 
that ever he resisted; but gave his face to the 
smiter, and his checks to thein that plucked 


off the hair; and when he was led zs a lamb. 


to the slaughter, „he was as a sheep dumb be- 
fore the Shearer, he opened not his mouth; $0 
much as to say, What have I done ? Or, 
« Why is it thus?“ 


Now the fruits of the spirit, in head and 


members, captain and followers, Christ and 
Christians, are one in nature: for as Christ 


was humble, lowly, meek, patient, peaceable 


under all his sufferings, so are Christians, if 


Christians indeed; they render not evil for 
evil, they desire not an eye for an eye, nor a 
tooth for a tooth; revenge of any kind is far 
from them ; but as patience and ſorbearance 
was the life 1 nature of Christ, so it is the 
life and nature of all Christians, as they grow 
in grace, and come to the fulncsss of the stature 
of Christ. 

And by this also, professors of Christianity 
may prove themselves, whether they are 
Christians indeed; for it is the deed that ma- 


nifesteth all chines, for bad men may have 


good works: forms may be imitated, but the 
patience, the ee eee and forbearance that 
dwelt in Christ, and may be found in all true 


Christians, cannot be imitated. If any vice hath. 


got hid in us, make what profession we 2 
the 
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the fruit of that vice will be brought forth by 


us; we shall be proud, we shall be covetous, 


we shall be envious: if we are reviled, we shall 
revile; if we are $mitten, we shall smite; if 


we are sued at the law causelessly, we shall sue: 


whilst it is so, we are in the world's nature, its 


spirit hath the rule over us, and not the lowly. 
- meek, lamb-like spirit of Jesus. 


The third exhortation or command of 


Christ was this, © Love your enemies, bless 


them that curse you, do good to them that hate 
you, and pray for them that despitefully use 


you, and persecute you.” 


This also was not only the doctrine, but the 


life and nature of Christ; and as it is the life 
and nature of Christ, $5 it is the life and nature 


of Christians, who are thoroughly leavened 
with the spirit of Christ. 

No man, having the spirit of Jesus, and 
living under the Government thereof, can hate 
the person of any man; for by creation we are 


all the workmanship of God's hands; and all 


true Christians know that enmite, hatred, cur- 


sing, spite, and persecution, proceed not from 


men or women as they are the Lord's creation, 


but as they have lost Eis image, and thereby 


become emptied of good, and filled with all 


evil; for as an evil spirit comes to have the 
rule over us, evil fruits will be brought ſorth, 


by us. es 
Could we but see ourselves, did + © but ob- 


dert our own natures, with the fruit bring 
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forth in our lives, we might easily judge of 
urstlves and others, whether we are converts 
or not; whether the spirit of Christ, or the 
spirit of this world had the rule in us, and over 
us; for the course of our lives, especially in 
times of trial, declares who are led by the 
eck spirit of Jesus, and who are not; who 
are leavened with the leaven of righteousness, 
and who are not; who lead a sober, upright, 
odiy life, and who do not; for it is not our 
words, but our conversation that manifest what 
spirit hath rule in us, and over us. 

For until, by conversion, our natures come 
to be changed, we cannot love enemies, have 
ing as much enmity against thein, as they 
have against us, we cannot bless them, we 
cannot pray for them, we shall be forward 
to do them hurt, but far from doing them 
good. 5 | l 
Come, professors of Christianity, lay aside 
vour forms that you have long contended 
about; measure yourselves by this line, try 
voursclves by this touchstone ; are you reduced 
to such a frame of spirit as to © love your 
enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to 
them that hate you, and pray for them that 
despitefully use you, and pers:cute you?“ This 
is 2 true character of Christianity; this de- 
clares us to be christians indeed. 

But if our natures are averse to these 
things, let our profcss:on be what it will, we 
bear not the image of God; we are * 

chil- 
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children of our heavenly Father, © for he 
maketh his sun to rise on the ci and on the 
good, and sendeth rain on the just and un- 
Just: and were we but truly converted, were 
our natures thoroughly changed, our lives 
would be conformable; we hobld be Chris- 
tians indeed. 

A fourth branch of the life, nature, and 
| doctrine of Christ was manifested in these 
words, “ Take no thought what ye shall eat, 
what ye shall drink, nor yet for . your body, 
What ye shall put on; but scck ye first the 
kingdom of God, and his righteousness.“ 
5 And what 1s this king dom that all true 
Christians should seck fire? It cannot be any 
thing above our reach; it must be that king- 
dom that Jesus compared to a lost piece of 
Silver ; it must be an acquaintance with that 
spirit, and the government thereof, that, from 
the beginning, the great God placed in the 
hearts of men, to be their instructor in paths 
of righteousaess ; ; Which spirit alone for some 
time dwelt in the firs: Adam, but was more 
abundantly mauifested in Christ the second 
Adam; and so called in Scripture the spirit of 
Christ; for it always dwelt in him, and was 
not only his life, but the life that he gives to 
all true believers, for their ransom from under 
tac power of sin and Satan, and so necessary to 
be first sought; for until an humble, lowly, 
meck, lamb-like spirit be raiscd in us, and 
come to have the rule over us, we know not 
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the Lord, nor can depend on his providence: 


for the rule and government of this spirit re— 
duceth every member to an excellent queliti- 
cation, and as many as are taught thereby, learn 
therefrom © in all estates to be content.” 

This was the life and nature of Christ; 


„% The foxcs have holes, and the birds of the 


air nests, but the son of man had not where to 
lay his head;” yet was he content; his 
thoughts run not vut on things pertaining to the 


body; it was meat and drink unto him to do 
his father's will, and to finish the work that he 


was Sent to do; a work that none before him 


ever did, namely, thu fulfilling of all righteous - 


ness, by doing the thipg that was right in the 
whole course of his itt, as a precedent to all 
his followers. 


And as many as SIRE found the kingdom of 
God and his righteousness, and are come to 
live under the rule and government of a right 


Spirit, have the mind of Christ, though they 
hve in the world: a true Christian conver- 


sation is to de diligent in our callings, mode- 
rate in our expences, and content with our 
eStates; whosoever is reduced to a state of 


temperance and moderation, takes but little 
« thought what they shall eat, or what they 


Shall drink, or wherewithal they shall be 


cloathed ;” they delight in justice. equity, truth, 
and faithfulness, and their thoughts are ex- 
ercised therein, and resting on God's provi- 
dene, 


\ 
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dence, their honest endeavour is attended with 
a blessing. 


"on here profcssors ot C hristianity may 


prove themsclves ; this is a true measur- 
be; ne a path that no man can tread, but 
such as have the spirit of Jesus; all ungodly 


men scek the world first, I may say first and 
last; the riches of the world, the honour of the 


world, the pleasures of the world, and the 
praise of the world, © What they shall eat, or 
what they shall drink,” to please their _ 


rites, © what they shall put on,” to be accounted 
great in the world, and to have the pre-emi- 
nence above and before their fellow-creatures ; 

their thoughts run far more, how they shall be 
conformable to the fashions of the world, than 
how they shall be conformable to the life, na- 


ture, and doctrine of Christ; which is more 


heathen-like than Christian- like, and not ef- 


fected by the most part withour much disho- 
nesty. 

This is the a state of the sons and 
daughters of men, whilst they continue in a 
State of degeneracy, aliens to the common- 
wealth of Israel, and strangers to that cove- 
nant of promise that the Lord made with the 


house of Jacob. And to a better state none can 


come but, by seeking and finding the kingdom 
of God and his righteousness, or the rule and 
government of Christ, by his eternal spirit in 
their own hearts; there the seed is son; there 
the Icaven is laid; there the pearl of great 

price 
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price is found, but not without digging deep: 

for whilst vice is uppermost, Virtue 1s Jower- 

most; whilst sin reigns, the power of grace 18 

not felt; the bringing down of the ont is the 

exaltation of the other; there must be a death 
unto sin, before there can be a new birth unto. 
righteousncss, and a growth in righteousness, 
before we can centre in that content, as to take 
no “ thought what we shall eat, what we $hall 
drink, or wherewithal we shall be cloathed.” 

And so it is every man's principal concern, 
first, to scek the kingdom of God, and his 
righteousness; first to know the rule and go- 

vernment of a right spirit in himself; for this 
qualifies him, and makes him capable of leading 

a Christian life, and of performing Christian du- 

ties both to God and man. 

The fifth and last branch of the life, nature, 
and doctrine of Christ, that 1 shall here insist 
upon, is this, © All things whatsoever ye would 

that men should do uiuto you, do ye even 80 

unto them, for that is the law and the prophets; 

for this is that the righteous Lord God required 
from his people in all ages. 

This doing is accounted by many zealous 
professors of Ch: istianity, in our present age, 
a moral righteousness, and so but a small part, 
or rather no part of true godliness; but rightly 
considered, all actual righteousness, it it proceed 
from a right spirit, is in itself the true righteous- 
ness of faith; and that moral, or of no autho- 
rity, which is performed from a carnal mind, 
in 
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in imitation of good men's practices, but out 
of their life and nature: for if the tree be known 
by its fruits, fruit manifesteth the nature of the 
tree. If our God be, as certainly he is, righ- 
teous in all his ways, and just in all his works, 
no people on the face of the earth are more 
God-like, none bear his image more exact, than 
such whose conversations are upright, honest, 
and just, and nothing can be more just, than to 
« do unto others in all things whatsoever we” 
would they Should do unto us.” 

T his is the excellent cightooumgins ; ; this 
excceds not only the righteousness of the 
Scribes and Pharisees, but the righteousness of 
most professors of Christianity; for hereby we 

wal: in Christ's footsteps, we fulfil both the 
law and the prophets. - 
Vloscs, from an admiration of the justice 
and equity that the Lord required from the 

sons and daughters of men, under the admi- 
nistration of The law, uttered these words, 
What nation is there so great, who hath sta- 

utes and judgments so rightevus, as all this law 
that | sct before you: And doth the law of the 
spirit of life require less righteovusness from 
Christians than that outward law did from the 
Jews; I tell you nay, but rather more, for that 
more power is given to all true Christians to 
perform acts of rightcousness. 

Were the understandin: 25 of all who are cal- 
lea Christians enlightened. to sce themsclves as 
they are, or had they bur liearts to prove them- 

Sclves 
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elves by this Christian rule, measure themselves 
by this streight line, weigh themselves in this 
equal balance, the following sorts of men and 


women, with many others, would no more pass 


for true Christians, in God's account, than clipt 


and counterfeit money, when it came to the ba- 


lance, did in men's accounts. 


As first, all such who in suits of law, by per- 


verting justice, or other subtle contrivances, pos- 


ess themselves of houses, lands, or goods, that 


they have no right unto. 
Secondly, all such who by violent robbing, or 


private Stealing, take that which is not their own, 

Thirdly, all such who detain the wages of the 
hireling, or grind on the necessities of the poor, 
by beating down the value of their labour till 


they cannot live thereby. 


Fourthly, all such who in trade or dealing use 


light weights, Short measure, or any other kind 
of deceit. 


Fifthly, all such who cast their burthens on 


other men's shoulders, and go free themselves. 
Sixthly, all such as either give or take bribes 
to effect things that are not right. 
Seventhly, all such who take wages to serve 


Lord or Master, and are not faithful to their trust. 


Eighthly, all such as make contracts and per- 
form not the $1me ; and engage themselves by 
promises, and have no regard to their word. 

Ninthly, all such who by evil reports, whisper- 


ings, or backbitings. so the sceds of strife, create 


prejudice, or quench charity. 
None 


4 
g 


ay 


None of these abide in the doctrine of Christ, 
none of these do as they would be done unto; 
though they bear a Christian name, they are 
strangers to a Christian life; they live not under 
Christ's government; they are not swayed by a 
sceptre of righteousntss, and so are not God-like. 
| _ Godliness and Christianity bear but one image; 
and if we would know the nature of Godliness, let 
us consider the nature of ungodliness. All sober 
men will grant that the proud, the covetous, the 
envious, the fraudulent, . the extortioner, the 
swearer, the liar, &c. are ungodly ; and well they 
may, for where any such vice gets head, little of 
the image of God appears; and if such things 
make men ungod- like, the contrary, which is hu- 
mility, meekness, moderation, sobriety, truth, 
equity, and faithfulness, n must needs make them 
n 
Io become ungodly is an easy thing; for if our 

backs are turned on God, we have nothing in our 
eye but the world and the vanities thereof, pro- 

mising us such content, that little else 1s . 
- But the great difficulty is to become godly. 
again ; though thousands are employed therein, 
little shew dorh appear; for in the eyes of dege- 
nerate men, there is noloveliness in that path; and 
therefore the great query is, By what way may the 
proud become humble, the wild become sober, 
the covetous become content, the fraudulent be- 
come just, the intemperate become moderate, the 
incontinent become chaste, the unfaithful become 
1 faniful + ?I know many will say, by hearing good 
ministers 
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ministers, reading good books, and conferring 
with good men. Bur these things have been tried, 
and that for several years, by many, yet no such 

change hath been wrought thereby. 

If advice, exhortation, or counsel, would effect 
this great work, we need not go any farther than 
the heavenly Ayings of Christ, in the aforesaid 
fifth, sixth, and seventh chapters of Matthew; for 
if we could hear all the ministers in the world, 
read all the good books in the world, and confer 
vith all the good men in the world, we could 
not have better advice, counscl, and exhortation, 
than is contained in those three chapters. 
By hearing good ministers, reading good 
| books, and conferring with good men, we may 
be convicted, but not thoroughly converted; for 
as virtue hath a Spring, $0 vice hath a root that 
words will not reach. The strength of sin is the 

growth of. that seed that the wicked one hath 
sow in the inward parts of the sons and daugh- 
ters of men; and ferasmuch as the cause is wich- 
in, it is impossible it should be wholly removed 

by things without; but as the cause is within, so 
the cure must be within, by mortifying the body 
of sin, or bringing down the 2 thereof, 
which is thus effected. 

There is no unrighteous thing done, but there 
is an inward motion before there is any outward 
action; and by that light which enlighteneth 
every man that cometh into the world, if our 
eyes are inward, we may see those motions ; 
and the way to mortify the body of sin is to deny 

”, and 
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and turn from every such motion in the rising 
thereof, and so to crush the cockatrice in the 


shell; for in their rising they are weak and pow- 


erless, and may be easily turned back. And if 
we do not suppress vice in the risings thereof, it 
will continue our lord; but by every such denial, 
we bring down that which would arise and reign 
in us, and over us; whether it be pride, covetous- 


ness, envy, falsehood, or any other vice whatever; 
for the more denials are given to vice, the fewer 
assaults it will make; the stronger the opposi- 
tion, the weaker the attempt; as vielding gives 
vice ground to grow from a seed to a body, 
denials bring it down from a body to a seed; 8 


that though something thereof may abide in us, 


it doth not reign over us; but is in subjection to 
the sceptre of righteousness, or rule of a right 
spjirit. 1 05 „ 


The axe is never laid to the root of the tree, 


till a reformation begins within; the life of the 


righteousness stands in the mortification of sin, 


which is an inward work. The spirit of this 
world must be brought down, before the spirit 


of the Lord can be exalted in us; but as a right 
spirit comes to reign, we have as many motives 
to acts of righteousncss, as ever we had to 
acts of unrighteuusness; and as we give ourselves 
in obedience thereunto, grace grows in us, and 
we grow in grace; it is a change in government 
that changeth our natures, and makes us to be- 
come NEW creatures. 1 

By this we come to have the blessing as well 


as the birth- right; for the blessing is not to the 
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exalted mind, but to the poor in spirit, to the 


merciful, to the pure in heart, who hunger and 

thirst, not after riches and honour, but after righ- 
teousness; and all that hunger and thirst after it, 

will endeavour to satisfy their souls with an in- 
crease of it. 85 „ 


Now a talent is not improved by lying hid ina 
napkin; if we would have more grace we must 
exercise the measure we have attained unto; we 
must live in the continual practice of right 


things; we must keep in lowliness, meekness, 
temperance, patience, and other virtuts, we 


must be just in our dealings, as well in the 
smallest concern, as such as are more weighty; 
for a smaller matter turns the ballance; and if 
that small matter be wanting, things are not just, 


we do not even as we would be done by. 


And this just dealing, as rightrousness comes 
to reign, will be no hard thing, for as we accus- 
tom ourselves thercunto it will be uppermost; 
it will be as a diligent handmaid, ready to offer 


her service; and every act of righteousness per- 
formed from the motives of a right spirit hath 


its immediate reward; which is not only an 


ans wer of peace, but joy in the Holy Ghost. 


1 he w:y of life is the way ot pleasantness, all 


her paths art peace; nothing makes it to scem 
difficult, but the averseness of our natures, when 
onc. corrupted, theteunto; but as our natures 
come to be changed, we shall, trom a sensible 
exprrience, say with David, © hy command- 
ments ale exceeding broad.“ 3 

I cannot recommend myself, nor any other 
after we are awakened into righteouoncss, to any 
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better way for the reforming of our lives, than to 
turn in our eye to the gift of God in oursclves; 


that by his candle we may see the rising of vice, 


and so deny it; that the contrary, which is grace 
and truth, may rise and reign in us; for that is our 
help, that is our strength, and that is our defence. 

Words, whether retained in our memories, 


or written in our books, are but weak instru- 


ments for this work, because the old man must 
be put off, which is an inward work; and how is 


a Sorry guest put off, or a man that urgeth for 


that we are not willing to grant, but by denying 
him, and turning from him?) 


Should we enter into reas»ning with any mo- 


tions of sin, it is much if we are not overcome 
| thereby, for that is the nature of sin, not to turn 


back at a small denial, especially if it be a sin 


that hath pievailed over us before; Hut in turn- 
ing therefrom we give it the repulse; if it be 


not hearkened unto, it goes bac. 
And as the old man is put off, the new man 


is pur on; as vice is denied, virtue is embraced; 
and this new man makes us new creatures; that 
which is created after God renews in us the 
image of God; and bearing that image in holi- 
ness and 11ghteousncs>, our conversations will 
declare us tu be Christians indeed. 


But if this old man with his deeds of darkness 


be not put off, the new man, that is created after 


God's image in righteousness and true holiness, 
will not be put on; and though we have been 
awakened unto righte usn. se, we shall fall as cep 
again, sone in one form and some in another, 
feeding 
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feeding on words without any sense of power or 
life; and this second sleep appears to be a dead 
deep for that though we may hear much spo- 
ken against pride, covetousness, envy, &c. we 
are not as much as touched therewith, but live 
in the open shew thercof. 
Did the sons and daughters of men, who are 
called Christians, make it their concern to be 
Christians indeed, by mortifying in themselves 
the spirit of this world, which is the original of 
all vice, they would be not only a happy, but a 
lovely people; for by mortifying the body of 


in, oppression would cease, all wrongs and in- 


juries would determine and be at an end; love 
would spring both to God and man; grace 
would grow; humility, meekness, er ee 
and all other virtues would shew themsclves; they 
would be another manner of people in their con- 
versations; their words and their works would be 
just, upright, and honest; they would confide 
in one another without any scruple or doubt. 

What is more lovely than to be at all times, and 
on all occasions, just, upright, honest, and faith- 
ful, doing to all men in all things whatsoever, 
even as we would that they should do unto us? 
A living under the rule and government of a 
right spirit, qualifics us, and makes us capable 
of performing every Christian duty: ©« We 
Shall love the Lord our God with all our hearts, 
and our neighbours as ourselves; which is the 
sum of all gudliness, and the true character of 
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FINIS. 


